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GEOGRAPHY AND CULTURE.  Thailand is sometimes referred to as the geographical heart of Southeast Asia. The golden triangle, located at the nation's northernmost point, is where Thailand's borders meet those of both Laos and Myanmar (Burma). The border with Myanmar continues to the west and then south as far as the Malay Peninsula, much of which is occupied by Thailand. On the east, the border with Laos meanders southeast along the Mekong River until it reaches Cambodia, which is due east of Bangkok, the Thai Capital. In the south is the Gulf of Thailand. Roughly the size of France (200,000 sq. miles), Thailand is composed of four main regions. The northern mountainous region contains numerous ruins and temples, the ancient city of Chieng Mai, and Thailand's highest peak, Doi Inthanon. This region is also home to the hill tribes of Thailand, distinct ethnic groups that settled in the area thousands of years ago after migrating from as far away as Tibet and central China. The northeast of Thailand occupies the semi-arid Korat plateau, the most desolate and least-visited part of the country. An interesting blend of Thai, Lao, and Khmer influences characterize the culture of the Korat. Central Thailand, which consists of the fertile plains surrounding the Chao Phraya River, is the country's most populous region and its rice basket. Thailand's capital city of Bangkok is located along the banks of the Chao Phraya, near the river's outlet into the Bight of Bangkok and the Gulf of Thailand. The southern region of Thailand, which stretches for hundreds of miles along the Malay Peninsula, consists of numerous beaches and tropical islands. 

Today Thailand has a population of 54 million people, the vast majority of whom are of Thai ethnicity. Significant minorities of Chinese, Malay, Khmer, Mons, and various hill tribes also reside in Thailand, in addition to tens of thousands of refugees in border camps from the more troubled countries of Southeast Asia. 
Buddhism is the dominant religion in Thailand, although a variety of tribal religions continue to be practiced. Thailand's people regard their royal family with a respect bordering on awe. The main language in Thailand is Thai, although Lao, Chinese, Malay and English are also spoken by significant numbers of people.
Thailand can be extremely hot and soggy. Its tropical climate is divided into three seasons: cool in November to February, hot in March to May, and rainy in June to October. The seasons are more extreme in the northern regions, where the dry heat can grow quite intense in late spring and the cool can become cold in the mountains. 

HISTORY.  The earliest people to appear in Thailand were most likely the Mons, who came into Southeast Asia from Central China two millennia ago. The Mons settled along various rivers in Burma and Thailand, building cities and rapidly developing a civilized culture. Within a few centuries, they were confronted by other groups coming out of the north. As the region filled with people and villages, local kingdoms emerged and vied for supremacy over each other, giving rise to Thailand's earliest empires. The first of these were the Davaravati of Central Thailand and the Srivijaya, whose empire extended from Sumatra up the Malay peninsula to southern Thailand. Both kingdoms practiced Buddhism, which had spread from India during the time of the Mons. Eventually, the Davaravati fell to the westward expansion of the Khmers from Cambodia. 
The next Thai kingdom to arise was Siam, which had its origins in the military expansion of the Mongols under Kublai Khan. As the Mongols pressed south through China, the peoples of the northwestern mountains and the Shan Plateau fled south and east. In 1220, the Thai lords founded their first capital at Sukhothai, in the Nan River valley. Soon afterward, two other Thai kingdoms were established: Lanna Thai (million Thai rice fields) at Chiang Mai in the north, and Ayuthaya, upriver from present day Bangkok. In the mid-14th century, Ayuthaya had entered its golden age, dominating the other kingdoms and driving the Khmers out of the region entirely. 
For the next few centuries the Thai kingdoms faced a stronger threat from their neighbors to the west---the Burmese. In 1556 the Burmese captured Chiang Mai, and then Ayuthaya in 1569. The Thais rallied and recaptured both cities in the following decades, but the antagonism between the two peoples continued. The Burmese attacked Ayuthaya once more in 1767, this time practically erasing the city after a particularly bloody and protracted battle. Although the Thais managed to expel the Burmese shortly after, a new capital had to be constructed around what is now Bangkok. This chapter in Thai history marks the establishment of the Chakri Dynasty under Rama I, whose descendants have reigned in unbroken succession until the present day. 
Unlike most of the other countries of Southeast Asia, Thailand (or Siam, as it was known at the time) never felt the yoke of direct European colonialism. As early as the 17th century, the Thai kings were set upon maintaining independence, having executed a French emissary to underscore their determination. As the French, British, and Dutch carved up the entire region over the next hundred years, the Kings of Siam shrewdly played the competing Europeans against each other, ensuring that no one power would gain a dominant presence. The strategy paid off handsomely, as Siam remained autonomous while reaping most of whatever benefits the colonial system had to offer. 
After a peaceful coup in 1932, Siam's powerful monarchy became constitutional, and in 1939 the country officially adopted the name Thailand. Over the next several decades, Thailand was governed primarily by military dictatorships, which drew much of their support from collaboration with more powerful nations. They supported the Japanese occupation army in WWII and later provided bases and men for the United States' efforts in Vietnam. Since that time, Thailand has weathered several coups, a number of border clashes with neighboring communist regimes, and violent student demonstrations, finally emerging in the last decade as a remarkably stable and economically successful nation. 
LEGAL HISTORY.  The history of the Thai legal system and the judiciary can be dated back as far as the Sukhothai period (A.D. 1238 - 1350) where the King was the " Fountain of Justice " who himself adjudicated the disputes between his citizens. During the Ayutthaya period (A.D. 1250 - 1767), the Thai legal system developed and was crystalized in a form of which was to last until the close of the nineteenth century. The Dhammasattham derived from the ancient Hindu jurisprudence was established as the law code of the realm and formed part of the Thai national heritage. It was a fundamental law of individual liberty and private rights dealing with both civil and criminal matters. The concept of royal justice administered during the Sukhothai was also carried through the Ayutthaya. The reign of King Taksin the Great between A.D. 1767-1782 had little development in the legal field since the country was beset with series of battle. Later at the beginning of the Chakri Dynasty in 1782, the laws derived from the Ayutthaya period were revised and completed in 1805 resulting in the written form of law books called "The Law of Three Seals." It had been the authority of the land until the reign of King Rama V, when a reform of the legal and court system was introduced together with an open door policy of trading with foreign nations.
In 1882, King Rama V founded the first building of the Courts of Justice. Later, in 1892, the Ministry of Justice was established and brought about the centralization of all Courts of Justice. Meanwhile, the first law code was promulgated in 1908 on criminal law. The founder of modern Thai law was Prince Rabi of Ratchaburi who played a leading role in introducing a modern system of judicial administration. The drafting of the Civil and Commercial Code was started in the reign of King Rama V and was completed during the reign of King Rama VII. The Revolution of 1932 had an important effect on the Thai legal and judiciary system since it changed the form of government from an absolute monarchy to a constitutional monarchy. The Constitution vested the judiciary power with the Courts. Judges perform their duties in the name of the King and are assured of independence in adjudicating cases according to the law.

The Constitution is the supreme of the country that establishes the powers, functions and duties as well as the structure of the Executive, the Legislative and the Judiciary. The present constitution of Thailand, namely, the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2540 (1997) has substantial impact on the reorganization of the political system as well as the judicial system in Thailand. The types of courts recognized under the 1997 Constitution are: the Constitution Court, the Court of Justice, the Administrative Court and the Military Court. The Constitution Court and the Administrative Court were recently established as a result of the provisions of such constitution. Although this change decreases the scope of the jurisdiction of the Courts of Justice, most cases fall under the jurisdiction of the Courts of Justice. 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT.  Thailand is a Constitutional Monarchy.  The Thai Constitution allows for a division of the government into three branches: Executive, Legislative and Judicial.

The Executive Branch has two acting heads: The King, who serves as Head or Chief of State, and The Prime Minister, who serves as Head of Government. The King has little Constitutional power. He serves more as a symbol of national identity and unity.  The King has authority to grant clemency from criminal conviction.  The King also designates membership of the High Court.  The King is not elected, but rather comes to power through the Law of Succession -- His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej ascended to the throne in 1946 at the age of 19.  In theory, the monarch exercises popularly derived power through the National Assembly, the Council of Ministers, and the courts. In reality, power is wielded by the prime minister--the head of government-- who chairs the Council of Ministers, or cabinet. The Prime Minister is chosen from the members of the House of Representatives. The members of the House are elected by popular vote, and the member that can organize a majority coalition is chosen as Prime Minister. 

The Legislative Branch is a bicameral system composed of a Senate and a House of Representatives. The members of both the House and the Senate are elected by popular vote. The House has 500 members, who serve for four-year terms, and the Senate has 200 members, serving for six-year terms. The two largest parties represented in government are the New Aspiration Party and the Democratic Party. There are a total of 12 parties represented in government today. The Communist Party is not allowed in Thailand.

JUDICIAL ORGANIZATION.  The structure of the Courts of Justice is divided into two parts: administration and adjudication. Before August 20, 2000, the Ministry of Justice was responsible for the administration works of all courts. The main role of the Ministry of Justice was to provide support to courts, including budget, personnel and office equipment, to enable them to operate efficiently.  

At present, the Office of the Judiciary, an independent organization, is the only organization responsible for the administration of the Courts of Justice. This change was incorporated to guarantee independence of the Thai Judiciary from political interference. 

With respect to adjudication, the Courts of Justice have power to try and adjudicate criminal, civil, bankruptcy, and all cases that are not within the jurisdiction of other types of courts. In instances where there is controversy about which court should hear a case, the Commission on Jurisdiction of Courts chaired by the President of the Supreme Court is authorized by the Constitution to make a decision. Such decision is final.

The Courts of Justice are classified into three levels consisting of the Courts of First Instance, the Courts of Appeal and the Supreme Court.

The Courts of First Instance
The Courts of First Instance are categorized as general courts, juvenile and family courts and specialized courts. The general courts are ordinary courts that have authority to try and adjudicate criminal and civil cases. Those courts are: Civil Courts, Criminal Courts, Provincial Courts and Kwaeng Courts. 

General Courts
In the general courts, except the Kwaeng Courts, at least two judges form a quorum. An appeal against a judgment on both questions of law and, subject to some conditions, questions of fact or an order of the general courts lies to the Courts of Appeal. 

With respect to the administration of the Provincial Courts and Kwaeng Courts, the Office of the Court of Justice Region headed by the Chief Judge of that Region, is responsible for the courts in the Region in some instances. 

In the case where the office of the Chief Judge of Region becomes vacant or in the case of the Chief Judge's inability to perform official duties, the President of the Supreme Court will appoint a judge to perform duties of such Chief Judge.

The Chief Judge of the Region is regarded as a judge of any court in his region with power to try and adjudicate particular cases, such as cases concerning offenses against public security, serious criminal offenses, high value claims and contempt of court. When it is necessary, the Chief Judge of the Region has power to order a judge of the court in his region upon the latter's consent to work temporarily for not more than three months in another court. The Chief Judge, however, must immediately inform the President of the Supreme Court about such order.

In Bangkok Metropolis 

Civil Courts
Under Thai Law, the plaintiff must bring a civil case to the court where the cause of action arises or where the defendant is domiciled. Where an immovable property is involved, the plaintiff has to bring a lawsuit to the court where such property is situated, or where the defendant is domiciled. In Bangkok , Courts of First Instance dealing with civil cases are the Civil Court, the Civil Court of Southern Bangkok, the Thon Buri Civil Court and the Min Buri Provincial Court depending on a district where the cause of action arises or where the defendant is domiciled. Before 1977, the Civil Court was only a court adjudicating civil cases in Bangkok; yet the high increase of caseload in the Civil Court led to the setting up of the other civil courts in Bangkok . 
For disputes on civil matters occurring outside the territorial jurisdiction, the Civil Court has discretion either to try and adjudicate those cases or to transfer them to the court having territorial jurisdiction. 

Criminal Courts
As regards criminal cases, the court in a district where an accused resides or is arrested, or where an inquiry official makes an inquiry has jurisdiction over the cases. In Bangkok, Courts of First Instance handling criminal cases are the Criminal Court, the Criminal Court of Southern Bangkok, the Thon Buri Criminal Court and the Min Buri Provincial Court depending on a district where an accused resides or is arrested, or where an inquiry official makes an inquiry. Like the Civil court, other criminal courts were established in Bangkok in order to alleviate the workloads of the Criminal Court. Also, the Criminal Court has discretion  to try and adjudicate criminal cases arising outside its territorial jurisdiction or to transfer them to the court having territorial jurisdiction.

The Min Buri Provincial Court
The Min Buri Provincial Court, the only provincial court in Bangkok Metropolis, deals with both civil and criminal cases arising in the northern part of Bangkok Metropolis. The character of this court is the same as the general provincial courts

Municipal Courts
The primary function of Municipal Courts is to dispose of small cases quickly with a minimum of formality and expense. The jurisdiction of these courts covers both criminal and civil cases. Criminal cases falling in the jurisdiction must deal with the criminal offenses punishable with a maximum of three years imprisonment, or fine not exceeding 60,000 Baht or both. For civil cases, the amount of the claim must not exceed 300,000 Baht.  Emphasis is placed on speedy trial in Municipal Court proceedings; therefore, the trials are simpler and oral judgment or summarized judgment is issued.

Provincial Courts
Provincial Courts exercise unlimited original jurisdiction in all general civil and criminal matters within their own districts, which are generally the provinces themselves. In order to assure services to distant areas, some provinces may have more than one Provincial Court. For example, in Nakhon Ratchasima Province, there are three Provincial Courts, i.e., Nakhon Ratchasima Provincial Court, Sekew Provincial Court and Buayai Provincial Court. Where a case within the jurisdiction of Kwaeng Court is brought to the Provincial Court, the latter has to transfer the case to the former. Each Provincial Court has a Chief Judge who is the head and responsible for the judicial work of the court. The Director of the Office of such Provincial Court (Registrar), under the supervision of the Chief Judge, is responsible for administrative work of the court. 

Municipal Courts
The detail of Municipal Courts in other provinces is the same as Municipal Courts in Bangkok Metropolis explained above.

The Juvenile and Family Courts
The Juvenile and Family Courts consist of the Central Juvenile and Family Court, the Provincial Juvenile and Family Courts, and the Division of Juvenile and Family Court in the Provincial Courts. Two career judges and two associate judges, one of whom must be a woman, constitute a quorum of the Juvenile and Family Courts. An appeal against a judgment or order of the Juvenile and Family Court lies to the Courts of Appeal.

Specialized Courts
There are four specialized courts in Thailand, i.e, the Labour Court, the Tax Court, the Intellectual Property and International Trade Court, and the Bankruptcy Court. The establishment of the specialized courts is to ensure that specific or technical problems will be solved by an appropriate judge. A judge in the specialized courts is appointed based on demonstrated competence and knowledge of the specific matters.

A quorum of two specialized courts, namely, the Labour Court and the Intellectual Property and International Trade Court consists of both career judges and associate judges. Associate judges are laymen recruited separately to work together with career judges in adjudicating cases. 

The Courts of Appeal
The Courts of Appeal consist of the Court of Appeal and nine Regional Courts of Appeal. The Court of Appeal handles an appeal from the judgment or order of the Civil Courts and the Criminal Courts. Meanwhile, the Regional Courts of Appeal handle an appeal against the judgment or order of the other Courts of First Instance. The jurisdictions of the Regional Courts of Appeal are consistent with the jurisdictions of the Courts of First Instance Regions 1-9. Each Regional Court of Appeal is headed by the President of the Court assisted by Vice Presidents of the Court. The Court is divided into divisions. Each division has one chief justice and two other justices. At least three justices form a quorum.

An appeal on point of law and, subject to certain specified restrictions, on point of fact lies from the Courts of Appeal to the Supreme Court. 

The Supreme Court
The Supreme Court is the final court of appeal in all civil and criminal cases in the Kingdom. The Court consists of the President, Vice - Presidents, the Secretary and a number of justices. It is divided into divisions with three justices in each division. The President of the Supreme Court is also the head of the Courts of Justice. In the present system of the Courts of Justice, the President of the Supreme Court plays a great role in judicial and administrative works.

Like the Courts of Appeal, the Supreme Court also has the Research Division consisting of research justices. 

At least three justices of the Supreme Court form a quorum. The court may, however, sit in plenary session to determine cases of exceptional importance and cases where there are reasons for reconsideration or overruling of its own precedents. The quorum for the full Court is not less than half of the total number of justices in the Supreme Court. 

As a result of the 1997 Constitution, the Criminal Division for Holders of Political Positions was set up in the Supreme Court to act as a trial court in a case where the Prime Minister, a minister, member of the House of Representatives, senator or other political official is accused of becoming unusually wealthy, committing malfeasance in office according to the Criminal Code, performing duties dishonestly, or being corrupted according to other laws. 

In trial, a member of the House of Representatives or a senator is unable to claim the immunity provided in the constitution. The Criminal Division for Holders of Political Positions in the Supreme Court must rely on the record of the National Counter Corruption Commission and may investigate to receive additional facts and evidence as it thinks fit. 

The quorum of this special division of the Court consists of nine justices of the Supreme Court who hold position of not lower than justice of the Supreme Court, and are elected by a plenary session of the Supreme Court justices on a case-by-case basis. A judgment will be made by a majority of votes, provided that each justice constituting the quorum prepares the written opinion and makes oral statements to the meeting before making decision. Orders and decisions of the Criminal Division for Holders of Political Positions in the Supreme Court will be disclosed and final.
Kadi
According to the Act on the Application of Islamic Law, in the Territorial Jurisdictions of Pattani, Narathiwat, Yala and Satun Provinces, the Islamic Law on Family and Succession except the provisions on prescription in respect of succession shall apply instead of the Civil and Commercial Code in giving a judgment in civil cases concerning family and succession of Muslims. In such case, career judges and a Kadi who is an expert in Islam will sit on the bench together to adjudicate the case to comply with the principle of Islam. A kadi must not be less than thirty years of age, know Thai language at the prescribed level , and have knowledge in Islam to enable him to apply the Islamic laws relating to family and succession.

SOURCES OF LAW.  The Constitution, promulgated on December 22, 1978, is the country's twelfth such document since 1932, when Thailand, then called Siam, first became a constitutional monarchy. Thailand's numerous constitutions resulted, in part, from various coup leaders revoking an old constitution and announcing an interim one in order to legitimize their takeover until a permanent constitution could be promulgated.  Political maneuvers aimed at amending constitutional provisions have often shed light on the interplay of Thai political forces and the personalities and issues involved.

The Constitution includes a long chapter on the rights and liberties of the people, in which are guaranteed due process of law; sanctity of the family; rights of property and inheritance; freedom from forced labor, except by law in times of national emergencies or armed hostilities; and the inviolability of the person and private communications. Censorship is banned except by law for the purpose of "public order or good morals, public safety, or for maintaining the security of the state." Also guaranteed are freedom of the press, freedom of speech, freedom of religious worship, and the right of peaceful assembly; freedom of residence and movement within the kingdom; the right to organize voluntary associations; the right to establish a political party and engage in political activities within a democratic framework; and the right to petition against public institutions. These rights and liberties, however, are not to be used against the interest of "the Nation, religion, the King, and the Constitution."

Affairs of state must conform to a set of principles, which, among other things, obligate the state to maintain the monarchy, provide compulsory and free education, and promote public understanding of and belief in a democratic form of government with the king as its head. The state is also directed to ensure that the people enjoy the right of self-government as prescribed by law. Other directive principles urge the state to encourage private economic initiatives, raise the economic and social status of the citizenry to the level of "comfortable livelihood," and secure either landownership or land use rights for all farmers by means of land reform or other appropriate measures. The state is also called upon to promote culture, environmental protection, planned parenthood, and public health.

The Constitution may be amended by motions introduced either by the cabinet or by one-third of the members of the lower house of the National Assembly; in the latter case, a motion must be in accordance with a resolution adopted by the political party to which the proponents of the amendment belong. This provision is designed to encourage responsible party politics by prohibiting motions by members acting in defiance of party discipline. An amendment bill is deliberated in three readings and must be approved by more than one-half of the total members of both houses.

The interpretation of the Constitution is under the jurisdiction of both the National Assembly and the Constitutional Tribunal. Except for matters reserved for the Constitutional Tribunal, questions relating to the power and duty of the legislature are resolved by the assembly sitting in joint session. The tribunal is responsible for deciding the legality of a bill passed by the National Assembly. If at least one-fifth of the National Assembly members object to a given bill before it is given royal assent, they may request the president of either chamber to refer the disputed bill to the tribunal for adjudication. The prime minister also may raise an objection to the tribunal directly. Decisions by the Constitutional Tribunal are final and cannot be appealed.

LAW ENFORCEMENT.  The Royal Thai Police Department forms a major part of the Interior Ministry, which is one of the largest government ministerial departments. The Police Department is divided into three forces and a number of smaller units. The Metropolitan Police Force is concerned with crime prevention and suppression, traffic control and, through the Police Fire Brigade, firefighting in the Greater Bangkok Metropolis. The Provincial Police Force is operated throughout the rest of the country. The third force is the Border Patrol Police, an elite force established in 1951 to prevent insurgent infiltration and maintain peace and security in border areas. The Police Department also includes the division responsible for matters concerning immigration and visas.
CIVIL PROCEDURE.  In general, civil procedure is governed by the Civil Procedure Code. However certain special courts such as the Labor Court or the Bankruptcy Court may have special rules of procedure that are unique to that particular court.

The Court system The court system for most civil claims is divided into three levels, that is a court of first instance, the Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court. In some cases, there is only one right of appeal from the court of first instance direct to the Supreme Court, bypassing the Court of Appeal. For example, appeals against judgments of the Labor Court and the Bankruptcy Court are generally made directly to the Supreme Court. 
 
In Bangkok, most civil cases start in one of the Civil Courts. There are special courts for tax, labor,  juvenile and family matters, the Constitutional Court, the Administrative Court, the Bankruptcy Court and the Intellectual Property and International Trade Court. Criminal cases are heard in the Criminal Court. Petty cases are heard in a District Court. In the provinces outside Bangkok, cases start in the Provincial Court. Some of the larger provinces have District Courts for petty cases.
 
The courts of first instance, except for the District Courts, sit in tribunals of three judges, with two judges constituting a quorum. The Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court also sit in tribunal s of three judges.
Commencing a civil case from abroad To commence a civil case from abroad, the plaintiff must, by a power of attorney duly notarized and authenticated by aThai Embassy or Consulate, appoint a person in Thailand to prosecute the matter. The attorney‑in‑fact would then normally appoint an attorney‑at‑law to actually issue the case.

Court fees Where the case involves a claim concerning property or money, court fees equal to 2.5% of the claim, but not exceeding Baht 200,000, must be paid. This sum may be wholly or partially included in any judgment favorable to the plaintiff. Persons who appeal to the Court of Appeals or the Supreme Court must likewise pay court fees equal to 2.5% of the claim but not exceeding Baht 200,000. Therefore, it is possible that, in a case appealed to the Supreme Court, court fees equalling 7.5% of the claim have been paid.
Complaint A person initiating a civil action must file a Complaint in writing with an appropriate Court of first instance clearly setting forth his claims, relief sought and allegations upon which the claims are based. 
 
Limitation period Such complaint must be filed within the relevant limitation period. The limitation period varies from one to ten years, depending on the nature of the claim. 
 
Summons Upon acceptance of the complaint by the court, a summons to answer will be issued. 
 
Within seven days from the entry of the complaint, the Plaintiff must make a request to the appropriate officer for service of such summons on the person against whom the complaint was made. Failure to submit such request may result in the Plaintiff being deemed to have abandoned his complaint. 
 
Answer Within 15 days of the service of the summons, the Defendant must file a written Answer with the Court, clearly setting out what parts of the Plaintiff’s claims he admits and the parts that he denies. 
 
If the Defendant fails to answer within the specified time limit, he is deemed to be in default of answer. Within 15 days of such default, the Plaintiff must apply to the court for an order declaring such default. Such application is deemed to be an expression of the Plaintiff’s intention to proceed with the case. 
 
Counterclaim When the Defendant files the Answer, he may make any counterclaim relating to relevant matters in the complaint. If a Counterclaim is filed, the Plaintiff must file an Answer to the counterclaim within 15 days or within an extended period granted by the Court. 
Settlement After the submission of the Complaint, the Answer and the Answer to Counterclaim (if any), the court will fix a hearing date for the Settlement of Issues, and notify both parties not less than 30 days prior to the date of hearing. 
 
At the Settlement of Issues hearing, the court will decide, through examination of the pleadings, and the accounts of the parties, which issues are in dispute and which issues are not. 
 
The Plaintiff or the Defendant may amend their claims, defences, allegations or contentions in their pleadings, provided they apply to amend before the date of the Settlement of Issues hearing. 
Disclosure of documents There are no procedural rules that enable a party to compel other parties to disclose relevant documents prior to trial. If a party believes that a person has documents in his possession that are relevant to the case, then he must apply to the Court for the issue of a subpoena against that person to produce such documents at the trial. If such documents are produced at trial, and time is necessary to consider their contents, then it is possible to apply for an adjournment on these grounds. 
First hearing Once the Settlement of Issues hearing has been completed, the court will fix the first date for taking evidence. This will normally be one month to six weeks later. 
 
If on the first day of taking evidence either one of the parties fails to appear, and has not applied for an adjournment, such party will be deemed to be in default of appearance. If both parties are in default of appearance, the case will be dismissed. The Plaintiff may still commence fresh proceedings. If the Plaintiff is in default of appearance, the case will be dismissed. However, if the Defendant notifies the court that he desires to proceed with the case, the trial will proceed in the absence of the Plaintiff. If the Defendant is in default of appearance, the trial will proceed in the absence of the Defendant. 
 
During this phase of the trial, tactics are often used to delay the process of the case. After the first hearing to take evidence, the case will be adjourned for four to six weeks, for another day of taking evidence, and so on. It is not uncommon that a trial which lasts for eight days of evidence, may take 12 months for the taking of evidence to be completed. 
Evidence Oral evidence may be given by any person who has directly and personally seen or heard, or has knowledge of the facts relevant to the adjudication of the case. All court proceedings are required to be conducted in the Thai language, except in some special courts, such as the Intellectual Property and International Trade Court, where the court may permit the trial to be conducted in English. Documents made in a foreign language must be translated into Thai. Only original documents are admissible in evidence, except where: 
 
· all parties concerned agree that a copy of the document is correct; 
 
· the original cannot be produced through no wilful default by either party (here, a copy or oral evidence of the contents may be admitted); 
 
· the original document is in the possession of or under the control of a Thai government official and may be produced only with the prior permission from such official (here, it may be sufficient to produce a copy of or extract from the document certified by the appropriate official). 
Appeals 
 
Petition for appeal Generally, any judgment rendered by the Court of first instance may be appealed by the party against whom the judgment is rendered, or by any party to the action who is not satisfied with the result. In the Civil Court, no appeal can be made in cases involving money or property where the amount in controversy is less than Baht 20,000. 
 
An appeal must be lodged within one month from the date of judgment by filing a written Petition with the Court of first instance which issued the judgment. Usually, the Appellant must deposit sufficient money (or satisfactory security) to cover the judgment debt, if he is the judgment debtor, and any future court costs. 
 
Court of Appeal The Court of first instance will then transfer the matter to the Appeal Court. The Court of Appeal will make its decision based solely upon the documents forwarded by the Court of first instance, the Petition of Appeal, and the Respondent's Answer to the Petition of Appeal. No new evidence can be submitted. Verbal argument is generally not permitted. A judgment by the Appeal Court is likely to take between one to two years. 
Decision on appeal Once it has examined the case, the Court of Appeal may: 
 
· declare the lower court's judgment invalid and remit the case to the lower Court with an order to enter a judgment as specified by the Court of Appeal; 
 
· deliver the judgement itself; 
 
· remit the case to the lower court for a new trial; 
 
· uphold the judgment of the lower court. 
 
Note that in some cases, appeals from the Court of first instance are made direct to the Supreme Court, and bypass the Court of Appeal. 
Supreme Court Once judgment has been given by the Court of Appeal, or in cases where the right of appeal from the Court of first instance is made directly to the Supreme Court, either party may lodge an appeal to the Supreme Court.  Appeals from the Court of Appeal to the Supreme Court may be made only on an issue of law where the matter in controversy, in cases involving money or property, exceeds Baht 50,000. The Supreme Court will review the appeal. Its judgment will be based solely on the Petition for Appeal and other written documents forwarded by the lower court(s). No new evidence may be submitted. The judgment of the Supreme Court is final. Proceedings in the Supreme Court may last from 18 months to two years.
 
Enforcement of judgement Once a final judgment has been given, a decree of judgment will be issued. Generally, the Court will specify a period of one month from the time of service or acknowledgement of judgment for compliance with the appeal.
 
Writ of execution When the period of time to comply with the judgment has elapsed and the judgment debtor has not paid the judgment debt or otherwise complied with the judgment, the judgment creditor may apply for a writ of execution. This will enable an executing officer to secure adequate money for payment of the judgment through seizure or attachment of property belonging to the judgment debtor. A writ of execution is valid for 10 years. 
Court fees Court fees are as set out in the Civil Procedure Code:
 
· For issuing the complaint: 2.5% of the amount claimed, subject to a maximum fee of Baht 200,000. 
 
· For issuing a summons or writ: these fees are calculated at the rate set out in the Civil Procedure Code. They are relatively small. 
 
· Where the Plaintiff is outside the jurisdiction: In this case, the Defendant may apply for an order directing that the Plaintiff deposit security for costs and expenses with the Court. The amount to be deposited is at the court's discretion, but will usually not exceed 5% of the amount claimed.
Interlocutory orders If the Defendant intends to transfer, sell or dispose of the whole or part of his property, or to remove it form the jurisdiction of the court, the Plaintiff may apply for an order restraining such acts. If the court grants the application, the applicant is required to deposit with the court such sum of money as the court thinks fit as security for any damage which the other party might suffer or incur. This amount may range from 2,000 Baht upwards, depending on the amount of the claim. 
 
Lawyers' fees The party against whom judgment is rendered will have to pay to the other party lawyers’ fees in an amount specified in the Civil Procedure Code. The rates specified therein are minimal. 
 
Executing officer's fees If a writ of execution is issued, the judgment creditor will have to pay the Executing Officer’s fees relating to the seizure of property or assets. Such fee will range from 1%-5% of the property or assets seized, and also depending on whether an auction of the property is required. 
 
Where the Compliant is withdrawn or dismissed, without preventing the Plaintiff from issuing fresh proceedings, or where the case is discontinued by agreement or compromise, the court will, in its discretion, refund to the party concerned the whole or part of the court fee paid, at the time of issuing the proceedings.
Civil judgments made by foreign courts Thailand has not entered into any treaties with any foreign countries for the reciprocal enforcement of civil judgments. No foreign judgment may be directly enforced in Thailand. If a judgment has been given in a court outside Thailand, and it is desired to enforce it in Thailand (for example, because the Defendant has assets in Thailand) then it will be necessary for the foreign judgment creditor to issue fresh proceedings in the Civil Court in Thailand. The previous judgment will be admissible in evidence, but the Thai Court is entitled to give judgment based on the merits of the case. If judgment is finally given against the judgment creditor, then enforcement action can be taken, as discussed above. 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE.  Under Thai criminal procedure, an injured person may institute a prosecution himself or lodge a complaint with the authorities concerned and have his case conducted by them. If the injured person lodges a complaint, the police inquiry officials will conduct an inquiry and file all facts and evidence for submission to the public prosecutor. After reviewing the file of inquiry, the public prosecutor may issue an order of prosecution and further the case to the court or issue an order of non-prosecution and release the alleged offender according to the evidence. 
In a criminal case, the accused is guaranteed the presumption of innocence and the right to defend himself, including the right to counsel. No judgment of conviction shall be delivered unless and until the court is fully satisfied that an offense has actually been perpetrated and that the accused has committed that offense. In case of doubt, the benefit will be granted to the accused. In this regard, the Office of the Attorney General is responsible for the prosecutorial functions and the Department of Corrections is responsible for the persons convicted. 
The public prosecution service in Thailand does not participate in a criminal investigation at the outset. According to the Criminal Procedure Code, which was drafted after a long history of conflict and compromise between civil law and common law concepts, the investigation is initiated and conducted substantially by the police. The public prosecutor begins his or her role after receiving the investigation file from the police. Additional investigation may be conducted if the public prosecutor decides that evidence, as it appears in the investigation file, is unclear or insufficient for the issuance of a prosecution or non-prosecution order.  Additional investigation will be conducted by the police not the public prosecutor. Another option as stipulated by the law is to examine the witness directly by the public prosecutor with the presence of the police inquiry official. In such a case the public prosecutor has power to direct the police to bring before him any witness for interrogation.

The only one prosecutor who has direct power to investigate is the Attorney General or, if there is no Attorney General, the Acting Attorney General if an offense is allegedly committed outside the territory of Thailand. In such a case, the Attorney General can conduct or directly oversee the investigation of the case himself as established in Article 20 of the Criminal Procedure Code. The Attorney General is also empowered to delegate this authority to the inquiry official, as he thinks appropriate.

Since the public prosecutor does not take part in the investigation at the outset, problems sometime occur with regard to miscarriage of justice and malpractice by the authorities concerned. Investigation of criminal cases whereby the victim or the offender is a child, the investigation is no longer allowed to be conducted by the police alone. Examination of a young victim or offender must be carried out in the presence of the public prosecutor, a social worker, a psychologist, etc., in order to guarantee justice and fairness. The Attorney General has also instituted a policy to have the public prosecutor participate in the investigation of the cases taking place outside territory of Thailand.

CRIMINAL LAW.  Basically, Thai criminal justice is derived from the civil law oriented system; therefore, all legislation is codified in the form of “Code” or “Act”, such as “The Penal Code”, “The Criminal Procedure Code”, “The Land Act”, “The Extradition Act, etc. In practice, however, Thai criminal justice, like its counterparts in many jurisdictions, is not and could not be definitely said as belonging to one particular system, but actually is the mixed outcome of a long history, influenced partly by the concept of civil law, partly by common law and partly by the original Thai ancient tradition. It can be traced back to the period of great revolution of Thai criminal justice in the reign of King Chulalongkorn the Great, the 5th King of the current dynasty, more than a century ago. At that time, the competition among the Western superpowers seeking colonies in Asia was dramatically serious. To maintain its independence, Thailand had to be very careful in keeping equilibrium of power between the two most dominant Western nations: France the representative of “civil law” and England the representative of “common law.” 

To avoid ambiguity Thailand chose to enact the codified law of France which was considered as more conforming to the tradition and way of thinking of the former Thai system. In doing this, Thailand has also relied on the format used in some other countries such as Germany and Japan, as well. However, to keep balance of power as well as to insure the most suitable form for the country, Thailand sent many students to study law in England. Most of them became judges and quite firmly affiliated with the “common law” concept. In case rulings, they established many precedents upon the notion of common law which are still strictly upheld by present judges

CRIMINAL PENALTIES: Penalties for breaking the law in Thailand can be more severe than in the United States penalties for similar offenses. Persons violating Thai laws, even unknowingly, may be expelled, arrested or imprisoned. 
It is a criminal offense to make negative comments about the King or other members of the royal family. Thais hold the King in the highest regard, and it is a serious crime to make critical or defamatory comments about him. This particular crime, called “lese majeste”, is punishable by a prison sentence of three to fifteen years. Purposely tearing or destroying Thai bank notes, which carry an image of the King, may be considered such an offense, as can spitting on or otherwise defiling an official uniform bearing royal insignia. 
The Thai Government has publicly stated that it will not tolerate the use of Thai territory as a base by groups trying to overthrow or destabilize the governments of nearby countries. Numerous American citizens have been arrested or detained under suspicion of carrying out such activities; sometimes these detentions are carried out by military authorities, and the Embassy does not learn of them until many days after the fact. Many other Americans suspected of advocating the armed overthrow of other governments have been "blacklisted" from entering the country. 
Penalties for the possession, use, or trafficking of illegal drugs in Thailand are severe. Convicted offenders can expect long prison sentences under harsh conditions that often  carry heavy fines as well. Thailand also has a death penalty for serious drug offenses, and has executed convicted traffickers. The U.S. Embassy frequently does not learn of the arrest of U.S. citizens for minor drug offenses, particularly in southern Thailand, until several days after the incident.
Thai police occasionally raid discos, bars, or nightclubs looking for underage patrons and drug users. During the raids, they typically check the IDs of all customers in the establishment, and then make each person provide a urine sample to be checked for narcotics. Foreigners are not excused from these checks, and anyone whose urine tests positive for drugs is arrested and charged. Although some Thai civil libertarians have questioned the constitutionality of these forced urine tests, the Embassy is unaware of any successful challenge to the practice, and customers can be jailed if they do not cooperate. 
FAMILY LAW.  A betrothal or an engagement can be effected only when a man and a woman have attained the full age of seventeen years.

If each other of them is under seventeen years of age, the betrothal is void. A minor who reaches the age of seventeen but is under twenty years of age may be betrothed only when the consent of the following persons have been obtained:

	(1)
	The father and the mother. In the case where the father and the mother are living.

	(2)
	The father or the mother in the case of death of the other parent or where the other parent has been deprived of parental power.

	(3)
	His or her adopter, in case where a minor is an adopted.

	(4)
	The guardian, in the case where there are on parents, or the father or the mother where the other parents has been deprived of his or her parental power.


A betrothal agreement is effective only when the man gives "Khongman" or engagement property to the woman as evidence that the man will marry the women. 

The law does not require that every marriage begin with a betrothal, but it recognizes that if a betrothal has been made, the injured party is entitled to claim damages from the party who commits a breach of the betrothal agreement. The man who is betrothed to a woman, after he has rescinded the betrothal agreement, can claim damages from any man who has wrongfully had sexual intercourse with such woman. He can also claim compensation from another man who has raped or attempted to rape his fiancee if that man knew or ought to have known that such woman had been betrothed to the claimant without the rescission of such betrothal agreement being necessary. A woman who is betrothed is not entitled to claim from another woman who has had sexual intercourse with her fiance. She can only refuse to marry him if he cohabits with another woman as husband and wife on the ground that he has committed a misconduct and made it unsuitable for her to marry him. She can rescind the betrothal agreement without returning the "Khongman", i.e. engagement property, to the man. 

A promise to marry without giving property to the woman as evidence to marry her is another type of contract, not a betrothal. If either party commits a breach of that promise, the other party is not entitled to claim compensation. There is no provision concerning a promise to marry under the present Thai family law. 
A marriage can take place only if a man and a woman have attained the full age of seventeen years, but the court may grant an age dispensation for reasonable causes. 

A minor who has attained the full age of seventeen but is under twenty years must receive the consent of his or her parent or guardian in the case where there are no parents or the parents have been deprived of parental power. 

Thai family law forbids marriages between close relatives such as where the man and woman are blood relatives under the direct ascendant or descendant line, or brother or sister of full or half blood. Where there is a marriage contrary to this provision, the court will decide that the marriage is void. 

The law also forbids marriages between the adopter to the adopted.  A marriage violating this provision will result in dissolution of the adoption. 

A marriage cannot take place if the man or the woman is a person of unsound mind or a person adjudged incompetent. A marriage contrary to this provision shall be void. 

Prior to October 1, 1935 polygamy was freely practiced in Thailand. The old family law classified wives into three categories: 

	1.
	"Mia Glang Muang" the official wife whom a man's parents acquired for him.

	2.
	"Mia Glang Norg" the minor wife whom the man acquired by himself after his official wife.

	3.
	"Mia Glang Tasee" slave wives whom the husband bought from the parents of the former owners.


His children from these wives were regarded as legitimate. Registration of marriage was not required by the Law of Husband and wife. 

King Chulalongkorn tried to abolish the extra-territorial rights of foreign powers by modernizing Thai laws in keeping with European standards. Monogamy has thus been adopted into Thai family law since October 1, 1935. However, polygamy still exists, is practiced, and is accepted, although the law states: “A man or a woman cannot marry each other while one of them has a spouse.”

Registration of marriage is required by current family law in order to validate the marriage. 

The law requires the consent of the man and the woman to take each other as husband and wife. Such consent must be openly given before the registrar and the registrar shall take note of such agreement in writing. Arranged marriages contrary to the consent of the man and the woman are void.

Foreign Marriage.  Thai family law recognizes a marriage in a foreign country between Thai citizens or a Thai citizen to a foreigner if the marriage follows the form prescribed by Thai law or by the law of the country where it takes place.

If the married couple desires to register their marriage according to Thai law, such registration shall be effected by a Thai Diplomatic or Consular Officer. 

DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE.  Marriage is terminated by death, divorce, or the cancellation of the court. 

A violable marriage will be terminated by annulment of the court upon the request of the interested party within a certain period, prescribed by law, on these grounds: 

	(1)
	The man or the woman is under seventeen years old.

	(2)
	The marriage is performed on account of mistaken identity of the spouse.

	(3)
	The marriage is performed on account of fraud by either spouse.

	(4)
	The marriage is performed on account of duress of either spouse, when, without such duress, the marriage would not have been contracted.

	(5)
	A minor spouse contracted the marriage without the written consent of his or her parents at the time of registration of the marriage.


DIVORCE MAY BE EFFECTED BY
	(1)
	Mutual consent which is made in writing, certified by signatures of at least two witnesses, and evidenced by registration of the written agreement at the office of the District Officer.

	(2)
	Judgment of the court.


GROUNDS FOR DIVORCE.  Divorce by judgment of the court can be granted if there are reasonable grounds. One of the following grounds is sufficient for petitioning for divorce. 

(1) Adultery
If the husband maintains and supports or makes known the taking of another woman as wife or the wife has committed adultery, the other spouse may petition for divorce.

Before October 16, 1976, only the husband could petition on this ground. The wife now has the right to petition likewise since enforcement of the revised family law.

(2) Gross misconduct
The law does not specify what behavior constitutes gross misconduct, but gives a guideline that such conduct does not necessarily connote a criminal offense. Gross misconduct arises where one party causes the other party:

	(a)
	to be much ashamed.

	(b)
	to be insulted and hated due to having to continue being the husband or wife of the spouse who has misbehaved or

	(c)
	to be unduly injured or troubled, if the condition, status, and common well being as husband and wife are taken into consideration. In each case mentioned above, the other spouse may petition for divorce.


(3) Cruelty
If either spouse has caused bodily harm, has caused mental or physical torture, has seriously insulted or has looked down upon the other spouse or his or her ascendants, the other spouse may petition for divorce.

Thai family law protects the ascendants of the other spouses because the newly wedded couple usually stays with parents of either side. Therefore, the son-in-law or the daughter-in-law should pay respect to them and create a good rapport within the family. If one spouse looks down upon the other spouse's parents this will destroy such a rapport and is a ground for divorce.

(4) Desertion
If one spouse has willfully deserted the other spouse for more than one year, the other spouse may petition for divorce.
(5) Imprisonment

If one spouse has been sentenced by final judgment to imprisonment, and has been kept in prison for more than one year in an offense in which the other spouse is not complicit, and continued cohabitation will cause undue injury or inconvenience to the other spouse, the latter may petition for divorce. 

(6) Separation 

If both spouses have agreed to live apart by reason of failure to cohabit peacefully for a continuous period of more than three years or have lived apart by separation order of the court for more than three years, either spouse may petition for divorce.

(7) Disappearance
If one spouse has been adjudged to have disappeared or has left the domicile or residence for a period of more than three years, and it is uncertain whether that spouse is living or dead, the other spouse may petition for divorce.

The Court will adjudge a person to have disappeared if such person has left his domicile or residence and it is uncertain for five years whether or not he is still alive. In the case where such person has gone to war, or was on a ship which was lost, or has come face to face with any other perils and it is uncertain for two years whether he is still alive, the court will deem that such person has disappeared.
(7) Non-Support
It is the duty of the husband and wife to maintain and support each other according to his or her ability and status of life. If one spouse has failed to give proper maintenance and support to the other or has committed acts adverse to the relationship between husband and wife thus causing undue trouble to the other spouse, such spouse may petition for divorce.

(8) Insanity
If one spouse is of unsound mind continuously for more than three years and such unsoundness of mind is difficult to cure such that continuance of cohabitation as husband and wife cannot be expected, the other spouse may petition for divorce.
(9) Breach of a bond of good behavior
In the case where the husband and wife make a written agreement concerning good behavior as specified by mutual consent, that agreement is a "bond". If one spouse has broken that bond, the other spouse may petition for divorce.
(10) Communicable and dangerous disease
If one spouse is suffering from a communicable and dangerous disease which is chronic and incurable and may cause injury to the other spouse, the other spouse may petition for divorce.

(11) Incompetence
If one spouse is physically and permanently unable to have sexual intercourse, the other spouse may petition for divorce.  If one spouse has caused the other to be physically unable to have sexual intercourse that spouse is prohibited from petitioning the court on this ground. 

If the court grants the divorce decree on the ground that the wife has committed adultery, the husband is entitled to claim damages from any person who has wrongfully taken liberties with the wife. Likewise, if the court grants the decree on the ground that the husband has maintained, supported, or made known the taking of another woman as his wife, the wife may sue the other woman in the case where the latter makes it clear openly that she has had an affair with the husband.
The right to petition for divorce on this ground and to claim damages from the spouse or the other man or woman, as the case may be, is limited to a period of one year from the day when the claimant is cognizant of the relevant ground for divorce. 

If the party who is bound to pay damages cannot pay all the damages at once the court may allow such party to pay by installments as the court deems fit.

PROPERTY OF HUSBAND AND WIFE.  Prior to the revision of the Civil and Commercial Code, Book 5 (Family) which became effective on October 16, 1976, the law provided that: "The husband is the head of the conjugal union. He chooses the place of residence and directs what is to be done for maintenance and support."  According to the old family law, a married woman had no right to manage the common property without the consent of her husband.

This provision has been abolished. The husband and wife have equal rights to manage the property that they earn together during marriage.

Property of the husband and wife can be classified into two categories according to current family law; i.e., private property and common property.

Private Property ("Sin Suan Tua").  

Private property consists of: 

	(1)
	property belonging to either spouse before marriage;

	(2)
	property for personal use, clothing or dress, bodily decoration according to the status of life, tools or instruments necessary for carrying on the occupation or the profession of either spouse;

	(3)
	property acquired by either spouse during marriages through a will or a gratuitous gift;

	(4)
	"Khongman" i.e. property given at the engagement ceremony by the man to the woman as evidence to marry.


Common Property ("Sin Somros")
Common Property consists of:

	(1)
	all property acquired by either spouse during marriage;

	(2)
	property acquired by either spouse during marriage through a will or gift in writing if it is declared in such will or document of gift that the property will be owned jointly by both husband and wife.

	(3)
	Fruits of private property.


If there is doubt as to whether certain property is private property or common property, the law presumes that property to be common property.
Ante-nuptial Agreement.  The husband and wife can enter into an ante-nuptial agreement concerning the management of their property at the time of registration of their marriage. There are three limitations to the ante-nuptial agreement.

	(1)
	the agreement must not be contrary to public order or immoral;

	(2)
	the agreement must not provide that such property is to be governed by foreign law.

	(3)
	the agreement must be in writing, signed by both spouses and by at least two witnesses and registered at the time or registration of the marriage.


After marriage, the ante-nuptial agreement cannot be modified or rescinded except by authorization of the court.
If the couple does not enter into an ante-nuptial agreement, the management of their property will be governed by general rules of Family Law as follows:

	1.
	Either spouse has the right to manage his or her private property. 

	2.
	Both spouses must manage the common property jointly or with the consent of the other spouse in any of the following cases: 


	 
	(1)
	Selling , exchanging, selling with right of the redemption, letting and selling on the term of hire-purchase, mortgaging, releasing mortgage or transferring the right of mortgage on immovable property or movable property which is mortgageable;

	 
	(2)
	Creating or extinguishing the whole or a part of a servitude, a right of habitation, a right of superficies, a usufruct, or a charge on immovable property;

	 
	(3)
	Letting immovable property for more than three years;

	 
	(4)
	Making a loan of money;

	 
	(5)
	Making a gift, except with due regard to the family's station in life for charitable or social purpose, or in compliance with a moral duty;

	 
	(6)
	Making a compromise;

	 
	(7)
	Submitting a dispute to arbitration;

	 
	(8)
	Putting up property as guarantee or security to the official or court.


THE LEGAL PROFESSION.  The Lawyers Act (1985) defines a lawyer as "a person who has been registered as a lawyer, and a license has been issued to him or her by the Law Society of Thailand." Therefore, no one can become a lawyer or practice law in Thailand without an education in law, registration, and a license to practice. Unlike the United Kingdom, lawyers in Thailand are not divided into barristers and solicitors, nor are they required to pass a bar examination as in the United States. 

The Law Society of Thailand operates to promote, educate, and supervise its members. To become a member of the Law Society of Thailand, an individual must meet certain educational requirements and be a lawyer as defined in the Lawyers Act. Educational requirements for membership in the Law Society of Thailand are that a candidate must have obtained a Bachelor's Degree in law (LL.B) or an Associate Degree in law or a certificate in law equivalent to a Bachelor's Degree or Associate Degree, from an educational institution accredited by the Law Society of Thailand. Further, the individual must also be a member of the Thai Bar Association.

To be registered and to obtain a lawyer's license, in most cases the candidate must complete training in professional ethics and the basic principles of advocacy and the legal profession. The training course, run by the Institute of Law Practice Training of the Law Society of Thailand, is usually divided into two terms. In the first term, the candidate has to learn the theory of case conduct and professional ethics for not less than 90 hours. In the second term, he/she must practice working in a qualified law office for at least six months. An examination will be held at the end of each term. After completion of the training course, a candidate may apply for membership in the Law Society of Thailand. An exception to the training course is given to candidates who have been an apprentice in a law firm for over a year and have passed an examination specified by the Board of Governors of the Law Society of Thailand.

INTERNATIONAL LAW.  

The Treaty of Amity and Economic Relations between the United States and Thailand was negotiated in 1968, at a time when both countries were allies in the Vietnam War. The treaty was to continue for a period of 10 years, after which it could be terminated by either party upon one year's notice. 
 
In May 2003, the Thai Government announced that the Treaty would be rescinded at the end of 2004, as part of the negotiations for a bilateral trade treaty between the United States and Thailand. The nature of the provisions that will replace the treaty have not yet been agreed.
 
Benefits Subject to seven exceptions, Americans are granted the same rights that Thai nationals have to own and operate businesses in Thailand. Likewise, Thai nationals are granted reciprocal rights in the United States, but since the United States generally does not restrict the right of foreigners to do business there, Thai nationals rarely if ever have the opportunity to directly claim benefits under the treaty, although they do have the right to apply for Treaty Trader and Treaty Investor visas under United States immigration laws.
 
Who may claim benefits The equal national treatment benefits under the treaty may be claimed by:
 
American citizens;
 
business entities established under Thai law which are majority American owned; or
 
business entities established under American law (the laws of a state, territory or district) which are majority American owned and managed.
 
Treaty protection letter In order to do business as a treaty protected business entity, it is customary that the business applies for a Treaty protection letter from the Ministry of Commerce. This is advisable, since without such a letter other Thai government offices will not recognize the entity's right to do business.
 
In order to obtain the treaty protection letter where the applicant is a natural person or an American owned business entity existing under the laws of Thailand in the form of a partnership or limited company, it is necessary to present evidence that such natural person or a majority of the partners or shareholders are American. For natural persons, this evidence usually consists of a copy of the person’s passport.
 
 Land The right to own land is not included in the Treaty. Americans have no greater rights than other foreigners to own land, which under present practice precludes Americans from purchasing land, unless they are able to bring themselves into one of the exceptions to the general rule. 
 
Work permits and visas Although Americans have the right to manage their businesses, the Treaty does not grant Americans unrestricted freedom to work in Thailand or the absolute right to stay in Thailand if they own a business entitled to Treaty protection. American are therefore obligated to apply for work permits or visas, in the same way as nationals of other countries. 
 
Taxes The double taxation treaty between United States and Thailand is entirely separate from the Treaty of Amity. The double taxation treaty came into effect on January 1, 1998.
 

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a subregional organization established in 1967 in Bangkok by the five original Member Countries: Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand. Brunei Darussalam joined in 1984, Vietnam in 1995, Laos and Myanmar in 1997, and Cambodia in 1999. The aims and purposes of the Association are to accelerate the economic growth, social progress and cultural development in the region and to promote regional peace and stability through abiding respect for justice and the rule of law.

Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) The United States and Thailand are among the signatories of the 1954 Manila pact of the former Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO). Article IV(1) of this treaty provides that, in the event of armed attack in the treaty area (which includes Thailand), each member would "act to meet the common danger in accordance with its constitutional processes." Despite the dissolution of the SEATO in 1977, the Manila pact remains in force and, together with the Thanat-Rusk communique of 1962, constitutes the basis of U.S. security commitments to Thailand. Thailand continues to be a key security ally in Asia, along with Australia, Japan, the Philippines, and South Korea. In October 2003, the Administration notified Congress of its intent to designate Thailand as a Major Non-NATO Ally. 

Thailand's stability and independence are important to the maintenance of peace in the region. Economic assistance has been extended in various fields, including rural development, health, family planning, education, and science and technology. The formal USAID program was ended in 1995. However, there are a number of targeted assistance programs which continue in areas of mutually defined importance, including: health and HIV/AIDS programming; refugee assistance; and trafficking in persons. The U.S. Peace Corps in Thailand has approximately 90 volunteers, focused on primary education, with an integrated program involving teacher training, health education, and environmental education. 

Thailand has received U.S. military equipment, essential supplies, training, and assistance in the construction and improvement of facilities and installations since 1950. In recent years, U.S. security assistance has consisted of military training programs carried out primarily in the United States. A small U.S. military advisory group in Thailand oversees the delivery of equipment to the Thai Armed Forces and the training of Thai military personnel in its use and maintenance. As part of their mutual defense cooperation over the last decade, Thailand and the United States have developed a vigorous joint military exercise program, which engages all the services of each nation and now averages 40 joint exercises per year. 

Thailand is a route for Golden Triangle--the intersection of Myanmar, Laos, and Thailand--heroin trafficking to international markets, including the United States. While Thailand is no longer a significant opium producer, money laundering, police and military corruption, and a continuing narcotics flow out of Myanmar have hindered efforts to limit its role as a transfer point. The United States and Thailand work closely together and with the United Nations on a broad range of programs to halt the flow of narcotics. A memorandum of understanding was signed in 1971 affirming U.S.-Thai cooperation, resulting in a strengthened Thai enforcement program. The U.S. has extended financial support for the International Law Enforcement Academy (ILEA) in Bangkok, which provides counternarcotics and anti-crime training to participants from regional countries. With U.S. support, Thailand has a good record in crop control, law enforcement, and demand reduction. 
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